SUMMARY A study of diaphragmatic hernia in Avon suggests that the incidence of this malformation is increasing. The incidence in Avon from 1974 to 1977 was 0*54 per 1000 births, higher than any previously published figure for the incidence of diaphragmatic hernia. Neither a monthly trend nor clustering in time was detected.
Diaphragmatic hernia is thought to result from an error in development of the diaphragm at about 7 to 10 weeks after conception,' but the cause is unknown Neither a monthly trend nor clustering in time was detected.
Discussion
The data collected for Avon suggest an increasing incidence of diaphragmatic hernia. The figure of 0 54
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